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which a fertile imagination can suggest ; but (3) by grasping the material as a 
whole, as a unit, and from that determining the lesson which naturally and easily 
presents itself. 



STUDY XIL— DAVID RESTORED ; SOME APPENDICES ; 2 SAM. 19-24. 

Remarks: i. It cannot be denied that the work which one must do when a single 
" study " includes six chapters, is necessarily superficial. If one's work 
stopped here, it would be lamentable enough. 

2. It cannot be denied, on the other hand, that the work which one does, when he 

devotes his time to the study simply of verses, is really no work. It is 
absurd to do only this kind of work. 

3. The truth is that both kinds must be done ; the general work first, and then the 

careful and critical work. 

First Step : Chaps, jq, so, David Restored to the Throne. 

1. Read the section, noting (i) the reproval of. David by Joab ; the negotiations 

between David and Judah in reference to the recall ; (3) the return of the 
king and (4) the dispute between Judah and Israel ; (5) the insurrection of 
Sheba ; (6) the officers of the court after the restoration. 

2. Read the chapters again and note fifteen words and expressions which deserve 

special study ; examine these with such aids as may be within reach. 

3. Prepare an outline of the events narrated in this section and in connection 

with this (i) account for the necessity of David's sending a private messen- 
ger to the tribe of Judah to persuade them to recall him ; (2) compare the 
list of officers given in 20 : 23-26 with that given in 8 : 16-18. 

Second Step: Chaps, si : j-za ; zj:8-jg. The Famine; Heroic Exploits and 

Heroes. 

1. Read these chapters, noting (1) the fact of the famine ; (2) its occasion ; (3) the 

execution of Saul's sons by way of atonement ; (4) the burial of the bones of 
Saul and his sons. 

2. Read the account of the heroic exploits in the Philistine wars (21 : 15-22) and the 

account of David's heroes (23 : 8-39), with the understanding that there is no 
connection between either of these and the story of the famine. 

3. Select from each of these three distinct sections five or six expressions deserv- 

ing especial study and examine them with the aid of such helps as may be 
within reach. 

4. Prepare a brief statement of the contents of each section and in connection with 

these statements consider (i) the justice of the execution of Saul's sons for 
a crime committed by their father ; (2) the relation of these appendices to 
each other and to the book as a whole. 

Third Step: Chaps. 22; 2j :i-f, David's Psalm of Thanksgiving and Last 

Words. 
I. Read chap. 22, noting (i) the address to God (vs. 2-4) ; the description of the 
writer's danger and his supplication (vs. 5-7) ; (3) Jehovah's manifestation 
in behalf of David (vs. 8-16) ; (i) the deliverance wrought because of his 
faithfulness (vs. 17-21) ; (5) the integrity of his life (vs. 22-25) I (6) principle 
which regulates God's dealings with men (vs. 26-28) ; (7) the faithfulness of 
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God as experienced by the writer (vs. 29-31) ; (8) the praise of Jehovah the 
author of victory (vs. 32-37) ; (9) the destruction of the enemy (vs. 38-43) ; 
(10) the establishment of David's throne (vs. 44-46); (ii) conclusion and 
doxology. 

2. Compare this chapter with Ps. 18 and note carefully (i) the variations and (2) 

account for the fact that so long a passage should be repeated. 

3. Read chap. 23 : 1-7, and (i) express in prose form the thought of each of the 

verses, (2) analyze carefully the figurative expressions which it contains. 

Fourth Step : Chap. ^^ ; David's Sin in Numbering the People. 

1. Read the chapter, noting (i) the taking of the census ; (2) the choice of punish- 

ments offered by Gad ; (3) the pestilence ; (4) the purchase of Araunah's 
threshing-floor. 

2. Read the chapter again and study especially the following words and phrases : 

(l) he moved David (24 : l) ; who ? (2) go number (24 : l) ; (3) why doth my Lord 
delight (24 : 3) ; the reason for Joab's opposition ? (4) Aroer (24 : 5) ; (5) eight 
hundred thousand {24: ())\ of. i Chron. 21 : 5 ; (6) David's heart smote him 
(24 : 10) ; (7) the prophet Gad {24 : 11) ; when was he last mentioned ? (8) the 
angel (24 : 16 ; (9) the Lord repented him of the evil (24 : 16) ; (10) the thresking- 
Jloor{2^: 16); {11) these sheep, what have they done ? (24:17). 

3. Prepare a brief statement of the contents of this chapter ; and in connection 

with this consider (i) what must have been the nature and purpose of the 
numbering of the people to have called for so great a punishment ; (2) why 
the people should have been punished for the sin of the king. 

Fifth Step : Classification and Organization. 

1. Classify the material in your note-book under the headings given in connection 

with Study IX. 

2. Organize as before the material of this section, viz., chaps. 19, 20 and chaps. 

21-24. 

3. Organize now the material of all four "studies": 

Chaps. 1-4. David's reigjn over Judah. 
Chaps. 5-24. David's reign over all Israel. 
Chaps, j-g. The period of David's growth. 
Chaps. 10-20. David 's fall and punishment. 
Chaps. 21-24. Various appendices. 

Sixth Step : Religious Teaching. 

It has been the purpose in the group of " studies " on 2 Samuel to lead or induce 
the pupil to work out for himself the religious application of the material. 
Whether the purpose has succeeded or failed, it was the correct thing to aim at. 
It will be a great day in the history of Bible study, when (i) what is commonly 
known as " important suggestions," (2) the homiletical helps on which so much 
reliance is now placed, shall have disappeared from upon the face of the earth, 
and the time now wasted in connection with such " trash," for most of it deserves 
no better name, devoted to such a study of the facts and principles of sacred 
Scripture as will make a substantial foundation on which to build life and charac- 
ter and everything connected with these. As before, therefore, try to grasp com- 
prehensively the whole period, and then to formulate in your mind the impression 
which it produces. 



